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Apple introduces 20”
IMac and 1.8 GHz
dual processor G5

*Apple Introduces 20-inch iMac**
Just in time for the holiday shopping

season, Apple has released a new versior

of the flat- panel iMac that offers a 20-
inch LCD screen with a resolution of
1680 by 1050 pixels. The screen is also
brighter then the smaller models and of-
fers a higher contrast ratio.

As far as other functional specs go, the
20-inch iMac is identical to the 17-inch
iMac, with a 1.25 GHz PowerPC G4 pro-

model serves to highlight benefits of Mac
OS X's multiprocessor capabilities, par-
ticularly in computationally intensive
areas like video and media production.
http: //mww.appl e.com/power mac/ &

Renew your BAC

membership?

To insure your continued subscription

to The PEEL, renew your BAC membgr-
ship today!
Check the mailing label for your mem-
bership expiration date.
Mail your check for $30 to the addrgss
listed on page 6.

cessor, 256 MB of RAM, 80 GB hard
drive, SuperDrive, and all the usual ports.

The 20-inch iMac is priced at $2,199
while the 15-inch iMac remains priced
at $1,299 and the 17-inch iMac still costs
$1,799.
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http://mww.apple.com/imac/ &
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*Apple Releases 1.8 GHz
Dual Processor G5** --

Apple has released a new model of the10:00 a.m.
Power Mac G5, its 64-bit minitower comf
puter aimed at professional and high-end

Macintosh users. The new model offers dy
1.8 GHz PowerPC G5 processors (each w
a 900 MHz frontside bus) with prices star
ing at $2,500.

The new systems slip into the middle ¢
Apple's G5 lineup, replacing a $2,400 co
figuration with a single 1.8 GHz processo
otherwise, the specifications for the Pow
Mac G5s remain unchanged, save that th
all now ship with Mac OS X 10.3 Panthe

Apple has reduced the starting price
the 1.6 GHz single processor system
$200 to $1,800. The new dual-process

BAC December Meeting

The December 13, 2003 BAC
Monthly Meeting will be held af
the Homewood Public Library ¢

—

BAC member Luther Fulle
will discuss Mac OS 10.3
(Panther).The program will con

sist of:
- 1) Preparing to install Panther
f 2) Installing Panther
N 3) Reviewing the features of Panther
. and customizing Panther
a’r 4) Questions and Answers
ey See page 2 of the PEEL for|a
 list of the door prizes to b
hf awarded.
py Come early and enjoy coffee
prand cookies pluss.
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2003 BAC Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
Bill Henry
henryw@bellsouth.net
VICE PRESIDENT/PROGRAMS
Jim Hillhouse
jhill@hillhouse.com.
SECRETARY
Bunny Washburn
dwashburn9966@aol.com
TREASURER/WEBMASTER
Penelope Fenton
penelopejane@mindspring.com
MEMBERSHIP/PEEL EDITOR
Ted Galloway
tedgallo@charter.net
INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA LIBRARIAN
Luther Fuller
fullerluther@alltel.net
DISK LIBRARIAN
Jerry Jenkins
gjenkins1333@charter.net
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The Apple PEEL is the official newslg
ter of the Birmingham Apple Core Macinto
User Group. It is free to members as a ber

28

of membership. Unless otherwise noted wit
the articles, all material published herein
be reprinted without permission by any n
for-profit Apple User Group provided prop
credit is given to the author(s) and the pr
publication.

Instead of placing a trademark sym
on each occurrence of a trademark name
state that we have used trademark name
editorial purposes only, for the benefit of
trademark owners, with no intent to infrin
on those trademarks.

©Copyright 2003
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For SaLe/WANTED
Wanted
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Do you have computer re-
lated items for sale or is there
an item that you would like
to purchase?

We will list the item in this
space. Send information by
the 25th of each month to:
tedgallo@charter.net

This space is free to cur-
rent BAC members.
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BAC Disk of the Month

The BAC DOM (Disk of the Month) is
available at each BAC meeting. These
contain updates, shareware, and freew.

The cost has been lowered to $2 an
available at the BAC meetings from Di
Librarian JerryJenkins

CDOM December 2003

Boom X 1.4.5..Shareware
Arcade game. Needs OS 10.1.2
higher.

Final Excuse Pro 1.2 .Freeware

thing.

FileMaker Calendar...Shareware
Requires FileMaker.

JunkBroom...Freeware
A junk filter for Entourage.

Lightnings Shadow 1.2..Freeware
fitMulti player monk trajectory game.

" MacOSX Update 10.3.1.Freeware
. Latest version of OS X from Apple.

:rMathFIash 3.0..Shareware

[ Elementary addition and substracti
| flash card program. Needs OS 8.1
vehigher.

f

aorl\/lathFIash X 3.2..Shareware

Same as above but needs OS 10.]
higher including 10.3.

h

Same-X 2.1.1.Freeware

Toast Titanium 5.2.3Updater
Requires version 5.2.x.

UnCoverlt X 2.0.1...Shareware
Creates covers for the different siz
Jewel cases - either automatic or c
tomizeds

Need Help!

Come early or stay late after th
program at the “General Meeting
and ask questions. Someone will
ways be available.

There are many help sites on t

www.applecore.org and click on
“Help Resourcess

Creates upscale excuses for most g0

Easy to play puzzle game with soundgN

BAC message board
adds password

Ds

re.
Wweb site -www.applecore.org- was

KWntended to be a place where mem
bers could ask questions and othe
members would answer. It has turne
out to be something quite different
in that individuals who are not mem-

|%ers are using it for other purposegq.

Therefore, the Board of Directors
has decided to add a user id and pas
rd and make it available only to
BAC members. The user id and pass
word will change each month and
will be available at any of the BAC
meetings. Members may also cal
one of the board members to get th
user id and passwomil.

2004 Officer nominations

The following members have bee
nominated as an officer for 2004.
President: Bill Henry
Vice-Pres. - Jim Hillhouse
PRBecretary - TBA
Ofreasurer - Penelope Fenton
Web Master - Penelope Fenton
Media Librarian - Luther Fuller

Bisk Librarian - Jerry Jenkins
PEEL Editor - Bill Henry

Membership Chmn: Ted Galloway
The position of Secretary is open.

e need someone to volunteer for
this position.&

December Door Prizes

2d The following list of door prizes
'3ill be awarded at the December BA
meeting, 1) a copy of “Mac OS X Cot]
version Kit.” See page 3 for a revie
of the book, 2) a copy of the month
& DOM. Disk Librarian Jerry Jenkin
"will have the disk at the meeting. S
Akhe list on this page of the new so
ware for December, 3) a one-we
NEental of any of the instructional CO

Web. Go to the BAC Web site tthat is in our Library. Instructional

Media Librarian Luther Fuller will
have the library at the meetin§).

The message board on the BAC

)

|
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Book Review

"The Mac OS X Conversion Kit:
9 to 10 Side by Side, Jaguar Edition"
by Scott Kelby

Peachpit Press
$29.99, 271 pages

By Bill Henry, BAC President

For those late bloomers or flat-earthers who haven't

the inclination to make the switch from Mac OS 9 to O X : _ SV _ :
$@d technologies: FileVault, Printing, WebDav and FireWire

yet, this may be the book that helps with your crossing

Apple Posts Mac OS X Panther
Version 10.3.1 Update

By: Charles W. Moore

Apple has posted a Mac OS X 10.3.1 update, a modest 1.3
MB patch that can be downloaded with OS X's Software
Update Preferences panel feature. This update is included on
the December 2003 BAC CDOM.
hag! he 10.3.1 Update includes enhanced functionality and
nproved reliability for the following applications, services

800 drives.

to the light.
On the left side of the open book you will see beautif

rendered screen shots which show what the OS 9 fungtio

looked like and on the right side how the similar OS X fu
tion which takes its place would look.

lly This update also includes the latest Security Updates.

flso note: Apple has identified an issue with external
EireWire hard drives using the Oxford 922 bridge chip-set
with firmware version 1.02 that can result in the loss of data

No doubt the graphics have added to the price of this O%Qre_d on the disk drive. Even with the improvements a\{ail-
because otherwise it lacks the depth of subject availabjefi€ in this update, Apple recommends you update the firm-
other books at the same price. This book does commurfc4gge on your FireWire drive. Contact your drive manufac-

quickly and efficiently through the use of these graphics
a few lines of text below each graphic.

The book is broken into various chapters—some with{fa-

rer for more information.
System requirements
G3, G4 or G5-based system with built-in USB ports.

miliar titles such as "Apple Menu" and "Windows, Icons &:or'more information, visit:
Stuff, others have interesting titles such as "Dont Freak ({FP://www.apple.com/macosx/ &

and "20 Little Things Apple Changed Just to Mess with ypur

Head".

Security update offers Safari cookies fix

The Panther Edition of this book will be available in Jafiu-

ary if you are making the leap from OS 9 to Panther
10.3). In fact Peachpit Press plans a plethora of Panther
lications in the coming months. This book will be one of
door prizes at the December "General Meetiig."

Bill Henry to become Peel Editor

OSApple has released Security Update 2003-12-05. The new
pudate is available for download through the Software Up-
heate system preferences pane.
Download for Jaguar 10.2.8 attf//docs.info.apple.com/
article.html ?artnum= 120282.
Download for Panther 10.3.1 http://docs.info.apple.comy

BAC President Bill Henry will assume the duties as Edjtafticle.html?artnun=120283

of The Peel. He has been the club Secretary, Vice-Pres
and has served three terms as President.

denBoth version update Safari to prevent unauthorized access

to a user's cookies," said Apple. However, one update is for

Bill is a structural engineer at Southern Company Serjctguar and one is for Pantier.

where he has to work on a “gasp” Windows machine.
“gets” to work on a Mac at home. Please send articles
reviews to him at: henryw@bellsouth.et.

SUPPORT THE PEEL
ADVERTISERS
Tell them you saw it in
The PEEL

He
and

Apple Guide: New Arrivals

In Apple's latest issue of New Arrivals, 40 brand new prod-
ucts for Mac OS X are covered including QuickBooks Pro
6.0, Indiana Jones and the Emperor's Tomb, Windows Media
Player 9 for Mac OS X, 2004 World Book, SplashPhoto,
LawStream, Score Writer 2, and many more.

In addition, you'll find convenient downloads for demos
and trial versions of great products for your Mac, including
CrystalMaker, IntelliMerge, iView Media Pro, MacFamily
Tree, MacJournal, NetNewsWire, QuickBooks Pro 6.0 for
Mac, and many more.

Check out the latest issue of New Arrivals at the following
URL.: http://guide.apple.com/newarrivals.@é
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Helpful Hints for the Hopeless Apple Holiday Gift Guide
by Penelope Fenton, BAC Webmaster and Treasurer : Are you looking for that “perfect”
i ' gift for Christmas? Take a look at the

You sign up with an ISP. They tell you that you have 18-z -
MegaBytes of space on their server, all for $19.95 a mon
This is great. You don't need the space. You are only ik the page there are four areas:
ing to send and receive e-mail. This space is for web padiuismimbsss® Someone you know loves Macs
and doesn't apply to you, all's right with the world. And, it is ™ s #& includes: iMacs, iBook or
until... PowerBook. iMac or Power Mac.
After two years, one day, you receive an e-mail from yotrhere's a perfect Mac for everyone.
service provider, informing you that you have used 99.9% Someone you know loves musicincludes:

of your available space and, if you don't do something (th@yod for Mac or PC. Great audio gear for your Mac, PC or
never specify what), the world's coming to an end and a@tod. Fill their hearts with song.

Apple Holiday Gift Guide at:
www.www.apple.comvgiftguide. On

Apple Stare

your stuff will crash or, be lost in cyberspace. Someone you know loves moviéscludes: Camcorders,
What to do? software, and accessories to help them bring their visions to
Actually, more correctly, what has happened? life.

Well, for most of us, it's a simple matter of not having Someone you know loves photdacludes: Digital cam-
configured our e-mail application to delete our mail, froneras, photo accessories, and software. Give the gift of captur-
the server, after downloading. This means that all the attachgg memorie s
files that we have received and deleted are actually still an

the server, taking up space. All those pictures of some Maintenance TipS for Mac OS X
acquaintance's holiday, to Little Rock, are still being stored

on our server. Well, we didn't like those people too much MacJanitor 1.2.1 is a utility that is designed to be used on

anyway and the pictures were out of focus, so how Conﬂe’periodic basis by Mac OS X users _Wh(_) don't_ leave their
when we deleted them from our computer, they didn't g@MPUters on 24 hours a day. MacJanitor is prowded as free-
away? ware as a service to laptop and energy-conscious home_ users.
That's where configurations come in. There are so mah}}€ Unix subsystems on Mac OS X were originally written
different e-mail programs floating around that it's impossibff@" machines that were typically never shut off. Mac OS X

for me to be specific as to how to control this but, there afé1€rits this assumption in version 1.0, and has many sys-
commonalities to all e-mail programs: some call them "sd€Mm-maintenance tasks scheduled to run between 3 and 5 a.m.

tings", others call them "preferences", still others call thefl @ddition, scripts are designed to run weekly on weekends

“configurations”. Whichever is applicable to your progranfind once a month in the middle of the night.
select one of these and go through it, step by step. At somdf t_hese maintenance task_s are never run (s_uch as on a laptop
point, you will have a window available to you which usef1@t is always shut off at night), many log files and system

check boxes. One of the boxes to check (or uncheck) is fifgabases will grow extremely large or fail to get backed up.
one that says: "Leave on server for xxx days", or ndeletdacJanitor provides a way to run these system tasks at the

from server when trash is emptied”, or words to that effeclick Of @ button. Laptop users could click the Daily button
This way, you can minimize your MB allocation consump€Very morning (or every few days), and office workers could

tion AND help keep your server clean. Something that helick the Weekly button on Mondays. Download MacJanitor
it run more efficiently. 1.2.1 atwww.download.com and search for MacJanitor.

Next time: How to send mail to multiple addresses, with- R€pairing the privileges of a file or folder is one of the
out them being visible or subject to "captusk”. most non-intrusive Mac_ oS X maintenance tasks: you can
launch a utility and let it run in the background while you
continue to work.

: To do so, open the Disk Utility located in your Utilities
Attend the Saturday morning folder and click on the First Aid tab. Then, select the Mac OS
“Get Together” X partition; not the whole hard drive; and click on Repair
. Permissions. You do not need to Verify first.
held in the Food Court at Every month, restart your computer from its Mac OS X
Brookwood Mall CD by holding down the C key on startup, choose Disk Util-
ity under File, click the First Aid tab, click your hard drive
9:30 a.m. (except the 2nd Saturday) icon, and click your Repair Disk. For other maintenance tips

go to: http://www.info.apple.com/usen/macox/.
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Hints&Tips

WWw. mac-Nints- .ff;a’:_'-'. Wk

Hints and Tipsis a monthly newsletter available (in PDF
format) from Paul Taylor at: www.mac-hints-tips.com.

Avoiding Noisy Digital Images

Changesin temperature.

Your camera will work best when it's the same tempera-
ture as it's surroundings. For instance, if you bring your cam-
era outside from a warm room on a snowy day, you should
wait for the camera to adjust to that temperature before tak-
ing any photos.

LiMac Forum, Long Idland, NY
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Scanners

If you've played around with your digital camera fo
while, you might have found some of your photos are n

#void Show-Through in Scans
isy To avoid having your scanner pick up text from the back

- there are extra pixels of various colors that dont belorjgsigle of the paper you're scanning (called ghosting, or show-

the image. While avoiding noise might be impossible, t
are few other suspects to consider when trying to quiet d
your noisy images.

Underexposed images. If an image sensor can't gét

enough light to capture an accurate reading, it's likely
misinterpret the signal and produce noise. This can be
by increasing your exposure compensation or your sh
speed.

Blue skies. For very technical reasons, digital came

gliferough), place a sheet of black paper behind the paper youre
pb@ganning. The black paper absorbs the light that would other-
wise shine through the paper.
Design Tools Monthly
to
xed
2P X Driver for Old Scanners
VueScan ($40) is a popular alternative driver for many scan-
azers. It often provides better results than the scanners original

kkkkkkkkkhkkkhkk

and blue skies don't get along. First, the subtle color shiftsver, and works with scanners that are no longer supported

and large areas of uniform color can cause noise to de

gygheir original manufacturers for use on newer Macintoshes

as the sensor tries to reproduce the gentle gradient. A
factor is the infrared filter on most CCD sensors, which t
to increase the sensitivity to the blue end of the spect
There isn't much you can do to fix this outside of an ima
editing program.

Automatic sharpening. Some cameras let you apply|
sharpening filter to your images during capture, which
emphasize noise. Try reducing the amount of sharpenir
simply turning this feature off.

Shadows. When a digital camera evaluates a scene, it
justs the exposure to get the best overall image quality. H

ds
um.
ge-

Design Tools Monthly

r;Fmrein Mac OS X. Get it at www.hamrick.com.
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Become a Power User
@8N f you own a Mac and want to be a power user so that you
%8h do things like install your own RAM, add hard drives,
add an Airport card, etc., Apple has a page for you to explore:
ww.info.apple.com/ usen/cip/index.html.

ever, shadows often become noisy, especially when
jority of the scene is bright. Consider using your cam
manual settings or slightly underexposing the shot. You
lighten up the remainder of the image later in your im
editing software.

I mage compression. When an image is compressed i
a JPEG, theres always a loss of detail. At higher com
sion rates (lower JPEG quality settings), more noise will
velop as the image is broken down into simpler elem
reducing the amount of detail in your image. If thisis a g
cern, shoot with the best possible JPEG quality setti

n
choose the higher quality TIFF or RAW format if availaie

Night shots. Digital cameras don't do very well at nig
Low light means higher ISO settings, lower shutter spe
and wider apertures. The more time the image sensor i
posed to light, the greater possibility that noise will deve

OWOn this page you will find a pull down menu. Locate your
BBmputer in the list and you will be taken to a page with a list
"8Puser installable parts! There are PDF files you can read and
C&uicktime Movies" that show you exactly how to do it!
OW! The Mac is still user friendly!

) Charlotte MacWbrkshop, Charlotte NC
(0]

res-
de-
nky Caps Replacement in Panther

Hn- Mac OS X Panther includes Keyboard Viewer, which is
fgpctionally equivalent to Key Caps.

. Touse Keyboard Viewer, you need to enable it in Interna-
tional preferences. Follow these steps:

bds, 1. From the Apple menu, choose System Preferences.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

E ex2. From the View menu, choose International.

pp. 3. Click Input Menu.

Try to manage your exposure settings wisely and expgeri-4. Enable the Keyboard Viewer palette.

ment with different configurations to see what works h
for you.

est 5. Enable Show input menu in menu bar.
Apple Computer
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McKinney Technologies, Inc.

W Simplifying Technology
/7
= = 1923 29th Ave. So.
7/ N Homewood, AL 35209

Ph: 205-802-7886 Fax: 205-802-7898
info(@mckinneytech.com

Specializing in Consulting, Support, Maintenance, Service &
Authorized Repair for the Apple Macintosh

Apple Consultants Network
Authorized Sales & Service

Alabama’s Apple Source
since 1988!

P

ComSouth offers
a complete selection of
Macintosh

h bardware, software, service,
C O I I I S O ut extended warranties, and
Birmingham 942-9622 classroom training
State-wide 800-536-0301 } -
www.comsouth.com -

225 Oxmoor Circle « Suite 810 Authorized
Homewood, AL 35209 Sales & Service

{

E-._-fﬂ-m

3230 Galleria Circle
Birmingham, AL 35242
(205) 444-0001

« Apple
Sales, Service and Training
Art Vires

Apple Solutions Consultant (Birmingham)
Cell Phone (205) 335-4779

e-mail: avires@apple.com

PERRY &«

'EI‘JI‘I‘II:}I.IIPI’ - Authorized

e Sales Value Added Reseller

. .
Consultation And Service Provider

* Installation * Training

* Digital Imaging Solutions Chris Perry

1722-B 28th Ave. So., Homewood, AL 35209
Phone (205) 870-7044 Fax (205)780-1944

e-mail: chris@perrycomputer.com

WWW.perrycomputer.com

BAC

BIRMINGHAM APPLE CORE

MACINTOSH USER GROUP
3417 Wisteria Drive
Birmingham, AL 35216

Attend the BAC
Monthly Mee lllg

Be sure to check your mailing label for your BAC renewal month.
To renew, mail $30 to BAC, PO Box 59745, Birmingham, AL 35259



